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A while back, I was introduced to Amchien Bonding  - a 
method of communicating leadership to dogs developed by Jan 
Fennell who spent 15 years watching and learning how canines 
interact naturally from wild dogs and wolves. 

In May, I’m taking her intensive foundation Course in these 
gentle, mainly non-verbal techniques – so that I can provide 
practical advice to customers in need.

And Joanna Meek, our own local Amchien Bonding disciple, 
will also be a regular contributor to our newsletter. To start you 
off – there’s one simple but valuable tip below.

Better yet - ask Joanna yourself!

If you have a dog behaviour dilemma, you can email your 
questions directly to Joanne at jo@k9karma.com.au Just tell 
her you’re a p&tc customer and she’ll answer you directly – plus 
we’ll feature selected Qs&As in each issue.

The Dog Listener says…

99% of undesirable behaviour in dogs is the result of a lack 
of understanding between people and dogs. You need to 
understand your dog’s needs and ‘language’ – and establish 
yourself as the calm, consistent leader.

To stop a dog pulling on the lead: practice 
Stop-Start-Change Direction 

Every time your dog moves forward and pulls on the lead, 
simply turn and walk in the other direction, calling the dog to 
come with you. If the lead goes tight again, stop start and 
change direction again. Do this over and over again (it’s worth 
the effort) – until your dog understands that you are the one 
making the decision about which way to go.

THE ANIMAL REHOMING SERVICE (TARS) 
In 1997, Michaela Newell established this free, not-for-profit 
service to find new homes for “Fur Friends in Need” – without 
subjecting them to the trauma of the pound or the risk of 
euthanasia. Since then, she’s found homes for over 700 animals 
- from mice to stallions, but mostly cats and dogs. 

TARS eliminates the middleman – compiling photos, descriptions 
and owner contact details and distributing them weekly via 
email. All you do is contact the owner directly to start the 
process.

You can foster an animal too!

Life events like moving to a nursing home, divorce or eviction 
often mean people have to find homes for their pets immediately. 
Foster homes help bridge the gap while a new home is sought, 
which usually takes around two weeks. If you can’t take on a pet 
permanently, it’s a great way to help – and bring a little animal joy 
into your life for a wee while.

With winter on the way, the number of pets abandoned is on the 
rise, and TARS will need an increasing number of permanent and 
foster homes. 

If you’d like to get on the TARS email list – adopt or foster a 
pet – or if you have an animal that needs rehoming – contact 
Michaela on michaelanewell@bigpond.com. (Her web site will 
soon be operational too – www.tars.org.au )

Looking for a pet to love? Look in our window!

Every two weeks, we’ll be featuring a TARS dog or cat that 
needs a new home. Look for the gold frame displaying the pet’s 
picture and details, and find the new love of your life right here 
at pets & the city!

DOG LISTENER SCHOOL, HERE I COME! A LESSON IN KINDNESS:

A BIT OF ONLINE EDUCATION…
TOO MUCH TIME  
ON YOUR PAWS?
As if you’re not already wasting 
enough time on Facebook or 
MySpace socialising madly across 
the web world – now your dog 
can too! Check out these woofer 
networking sites…

www.doggysnaps.com - created 
by UK charity DogsTrust, this canine 
caring and sharing site now has 
over 30,000 doggie members - and 
was voted one of the best new 
websites of the year in Britain.

www.beneful.com.au/dogspace 
- closer to home, pet food maker 
Purina has launched a dogspace of 
their own. Set up your dogs’ profiles 
and watch them make friends 
across Australia!

right: Pooch website is an 
award-winner – Dog Facebook:  
www.doggysnaps.com 

WHATEVER COULD  
BE NEXT? 

www.flexpetz.com.au  - it could 
only come from La La Land! For 
those who want an occasional 
pet fix without the permanent 
responsibility – or want to ‘try 
before they buy’ – California-
based Flexpetz provides socialised 
and trained dogs (all rescued or 
rehomed) for daily and weekly 
rental. Operating in NY and LA now, 
they’re rolling out to more cities 
across the world, and plan to open 
in Sydney by mid-2008. 

ON A MORE SERIOUS NOTE
www.deathrowpets.net - in an effort to reduce the appalling number 
of unwanted cats and dogs destroyed every year, NSW MP Clover 
Moore is sponsoring legislation to restrict the sale of pets in the state to 
registered breeders, pounds, animal shelters and vets. Its aim: to eliminate 
irresponsible over-breeding and careless buying of pets, and the animal 
tragedies that result. 

Check out this site to get a real education on the problem. Where NSW 
goes, VIC may well follow. (Witness the history of tail docking legislation.)  


